
HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NEWSLETTER  

       FEBRUARY 2016 

Welcome back to another exciting edition of the HRCSD 
Instructional Newsletter!  

 

 

  

▶ What are Google Forms? 

Google Forms are a free tool from Google that allows you to: 
 Create forms, surveys, and quizzes 
 Share the forms with others 
 Allow others to complete the forms online 
 Collect all the responses in a spreadsheet 
 Provide you with helpful summaries of the collected data with charts 

and graphs 

 

 

Google forms are also a great tool for quick formative assessments. Exit 
tickets are one of my favorite Google Forms to use - even younger 
students can quickly learn to use a QR code or a web link to interact with a 
Google Form. 



Here is a screenshot of an exit ticket- 

 

 

 
 
Here is the shortened URL and QR code that students use to access the 
form. 
 

 
 

 
Another great feature that helps simplify this process is its “re-usability”.  It 
can be reused over and over!   By simply changing the question, and 
deleting the spreadsheet responses, you can use this same form again 
and again.  So that same QR code or that shortened URL that I posted on 
my website?  YEP - I can use the same url, the same QR code and the 
same form again.   Keep in mind, this “re-usable form” as I like to call it, is 
intended for that quick snap-shot, “Do my students get this?”   
 

 
 
 



Here is a Google Form I used after my class studied Photosynthesis.  I 
added a short video and infograph that we had used in class and asked 
them to collaborate with a partner to explain why green plants are 
important to our ecosystem. 

 

 
 

 

Before you start making a Google Form….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

▶ Getting started with Google Forms 

Creating your first Google Form is pretty easy.  There is a Help Center 
once you select a new Google Form from the menu in your Google Drive. 
(see screenshot)  
 

 
 

   

▶ Here is a “Quick List” of form basics ~ 

 

 
 

 



▶   Quick Recap of Formative Assessments and Google Forms 

 

A formative assessment is the perfect tool to help teachers collect evidence and data 
that show how students are understanding the material we are teaching.   A good 
formative assessment allows you to be quickly responsive to student needs.  
 

Reasons Google Forms make an excellent tool for formative assessments: 
 Google Forms give you the data from students instantly after they press submit 

 

 All student answers are together in one spreadsheet so it is easy to quickly get 
a snapshot of student understanding 

 

 It’s quick to create a formative assessment, rapidly respond to data, and it is 
stored in your Google Drive for easy access 

 

Once you’ve tried a couple of Google Forms, you may want to take a look at an “Add-
On” called Flubaroo.  This amazing add-on allows you to quickly grade assessments 
created with Google Forms. 

Let me know if you would like to get started with Google Forms! 
 

             Vickie Schmidt 
District Literacy Coach 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Words from our Librarian 
 

Kate Di Camillo as you may know is an amazing writer, not only has she won the 
Newberry Medal of honor twice,  “Flora and Ulysses” and “The Tale of Despereaux” but 
she also wrote the “Mercy Watson” stories, which are some of my favorites and best 
when listen to and accompanied with buttered toast.  

  
My interest in story telling is probably my favorite interest that I spend the least 

amount of time developing.  I love listening to stories, all genres, spoken by all sorts of 
people. To me, there is nothing like a story told very, very well; a great story can leave 
you feeling more alive than you just were.  As an educator, I want students to learn to 
tell their story so I looked to Kate for advice to see how she approaches writing; to see 
how she thinks about process and research and share it out with you. This is how I 
started my search on becoming a better story teller and I encourage you to hyperlink 
along with me as you read, taking part in this month’s choose your own adventure story 
telling library letter.     

http://www.katedicamillo.com/


Kate had this list of six strategies, yet she spoke at lengths about the need to pay 
attention to the people and places around you, to interact with them, to listen to their 
stories, to ask them questions and questions to produce a dialog that brings you genuine 
understanding.  She emphasized that you really need to “fully understand the story before 
you tell it.” Easier said than done, right?  I thought about this and said to myself, “By 
knowing, we make connections.”  So how do I connect this in my classroom?  I looked to 
Jennifer LaGardes for guidance. “When we know a person’s story, we are more likely to 
care about what happens to them. We are more likely to empathize with their foibles and 
celebrate their successes… we are able to move from merely being invested in our 
students’ success to being invested in them as people.”(LaGardes 2016)   

  
Jennifer LaGardes spoke about inquiry and the importance of allowing students to 

ask their own questions and find their own answers. To choose their own stories to read 
and to teach students to take ahold of their lives at an early age and follow their own 
paths, I clicked a link and I was taken to Wonderopolis, a site spelled out by its name, a 
gold mine of wealth for vocabulary building and inquiry based questioning education. I 
went on to then investigate StoryCorps success and history over the past years and 
watched this great animation short about the importance of telling your story from founder 
David Isay.  I reflected upon the hours and hours of This American Life, TED Radio 
Hour, Radio Lab, Hidden Brain, and the gambit of other shows I will never know the 
names of, which I have not only listen to, smiled, laughed and cried with, but literally 
stopped what I was doing to listen, awestruck. So I thought, “Do we really live for much 
more then to tell the stories we want to tell?”  

 
This idea of connecting with our students through dialog can’t be any more true for 

successful educators who choose to invest in the children in their classroom vs. those 
who invest in the numbers and symbols in the grade book; two absolute ideals in the 
same world of education.  How do we build harmony between the two or is it as simple 
as building the dialog between the class?  From the experts sited in this article and my 
bias, I discovered that we should listen to our students more than we do, ask them more 
questions than we have, and pay attention to them more closely.  Encourage them to 
speak out loud more often through platforms of technology that allow them to speak more 
freely.   

 
When we familiarize ourselves with their voices and what they sound like, finding 

time to sit with each and every one of them, creating a connection born by questions, 

http://www.katedicamillo.com/onwrit3.html
http://www.librarygirl.net/
http://www.librarygirl.net/
http://wonderopolis.org/wonders
https://storycorps.org/listen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGCD1XR0WPk
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/
http://www.npr.org/programs/ted-radio-hour/
http://www.radiolab.org/
http://www.npr.org/series/423302056/hidden-brain


answers and observations, we become better story tellers.  When we invest our personal 
time into our students, we want our students to invest in us; we share our truths, 
struggles and journeys with them to build our relationships, to build their inquiry, to build 
their abilities to ask even more questions, and to build their abilities to be able to tell 
their story. 

“Tell your story. Empower your students to do the same.” 
 
Matthew Gerlick 
 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 19, 2016 
 
Hello Fellow Teachers! 
 
We have a spectacular opportunity to do some spectacular learning and teaching with funds from a 
Collaboration Grant this year.  Here are the highlights from this one year grant!  We can and will: 
 

 Get to use 12 PDO (Professional Development Opportunities) each to 
o Take classes through the Hood River Academy (Feb-May Bulletin) 
o Get a sub for release time to learn with our PLC team 
o Get a sub for release time to learn with a colleague 
o Get a sub so that you can attend a training outside of our district 

 
 Work with our Professional Growth Coaches to 

o Peer observe another teacher (use a substitute to cover or get paid for your prep) 
o Debrief and reflect with our Professional Growth Coach as they work with you 
o Attend a workshop facilitated by our Growth Coach on a monthly topic  

 
 Provide job-embedded Career Pathways, other than becoming a principal, by 

o Participating in Instructional Rounds with building teams 
o Serving on teacher-driven teams looking at compensation and evaluation 
o Teaching classes through the Hood River Academy 

 Click here if you have knowledge to share!  
o Opening up our classrooms as demonstrations of best practices 
o Videotaping and sharing our teaching 

 As on-demand PD for colleagues 
 As a reflective practice for ourselves 
 As a powerful practice used in National Board Certification 

 
 Investigate innovative Compensation systems: 

o Determining what we, as teachers, want to be compensated for most. 
o Learning about models of teacher compensation used across the country. 
o Changing the public perception of our profession. 

 
There are many other possibilities within this generous grant too! Please take advantage of these 
incredible opportunities that are supported by grant funding this year!!  If you have any ideas, 
comments or questions, feel free to email me, or any of the CDT listed below.   
 
Thank you! 
 
Melissa Mimier King 
Collaboration Grant Manager - TOSA 
Hood River County School District 
1011 Eugene St. Hood River, OR 97031 
541-387-5706 or 720-883-7471 
melissa.mimier@hoodriver.k12.or.us 
 

CDT Members: Derek Gries, Kelvin Calkins, Mikka Irusta, Nathan Smith, Staci Schmidt, Carol 
Birdsell, Adam Howell, Mandy Webster, Ted Cramer, Joe Kelly, Jane Osborne, Cindy Murahashi, 
Kim Yasui, Nate Parson, Sarah Braman-Smith, Neely Kirwan, Catherine Dalbey, and Dan Goldman. 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/hoodriver.k12.or.us/forms/d/1qUYTn0i7c24vVuoCExZ_2nLXAJOpprIGVJw53FCMIRs/viewform
http://bit.ly/HRA2016
https://docs.google.com/a/hoodriver.k12.or.us/forms/d/10ij1u8r0RlJtz38pTpr5aFJqzn3i4r6yIuttBjsQZmE/viewform
mailto:melissa.mimier@hoodriver.k12.or.us


 


